‘ FEDERATION OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS

0 o NEWSLETTER
i Wasg hmrr[o 6. Dy C.
Volume 1 February, 1948 - Number 2
”SCmi.TISTS ON THE BATI "'NA.L- SCET!'E

VYN 105

It 1is worthwhile now and then to do some
soul-searching and to question the very
bases of one's actions end motivations.

This applles equally well to individusls
and organizations. Is thers a real need

" for en active Federation of American

Scientists? Is the struggle worth the
e*P-Pn‘h‘l-‘? Tn tha lacot Nawalattar 'f"hn nge-
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fulness of the commnications center in
Washington was surveyed; now it is nec-
essary to investigate the body of the or-
ganization and 1ts functions. .

It 1s often asked here in the mnation's
capital, "What do the scientiste think?"
The sad truth is that sclentists have not
often hed the opportunity to think; most

ssues have not been formulated into ques-
tions permitting the expression of a mean-
ingful suthoritative opinion of scientists
as a group. But whenever it 1s domne, the
impression made upon the large body of
falrminded people composing the most po-
tent politicael force in this country is
very considerable. :

Belng in the center of things almost
slweys causes a loes of perapective unless

there is continuing contact with groups of

interested pecple in various parts of the
C‘.-I'm'l1nv~1-rr a
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the zszme ccmmunity soon adopt & provincial
outlook unless stimull from the national
scene are constantly received. The gen-
eral feelinge and impressions, combined
with whatever facts there are availsble,
must be mede sxplicit and must slso be re-~
lated to governmental policy, while the
varicus possibilities are being considered
and certainly before the final decisions
are made. When welghed in thile balance

an orgenization of sclentists has consid-

erable effect,

It is probably already too late to act
on the Marshell Plan. The hugeness of the

,Plan precludes any Ebﬁreé“ﬁuﬁ-a thorough
study into the priorities given to sclence

‘and technology in the reconstruction pro-

cesgag and the influences certaln propcsed
corditions of ald will have upon efficient
utilization of the funds. On the sublect
.of National Defense there is & fluid sit-
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pointed specifically at current issues.

A convincing eveluation on the half-dozen
or sc mesduree now being put forward as
necessary to national security in an .
atomic age would have a significent effect.

The sclentiste are in a strategic po-

- sition to press for guarsntee of the

Civil Rlights we had hitherto believed
were aseured us in times of peace.  The
campaign is for sanity in sdministrastive
directives and for clarification of leg-
islative obscurantism on the subject. We
should cooperate with all other active. -
scientific arl lay groupe in the effort
to meke thess rights secure. Documenta-
tion of any possible violation should be
directed to the FAS office. '

Msny other issues and probleme come up
constantly. The only way in which they
can be handled is for your ExecutiVe Sec~

rotarr +a he awaws ~f atndy ovrarino el

apecial committees of the local associa-
tion so he cen relay to them the appro-
priate matters for comsiderstion. There
mist elso be an occasional opportunity to
transmit theee problems to interested =
perties at length, im persocn, which re-
quires a coneiderable asmount of travel.
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and informed opinion among scientlsts
makes positive action in public affairs
possible. With an office in Washington
or New York it can be made effective,

Cur limited resources force us to consider
only those meesures which relate directly
to the prevention of an atomic war, and
cur freedom of action te continue slcong



these lines. At present, we cannot even
gpare the effort for work upon the various
contributory ceauses od undesirable aocial
* conflicts.

Unity 1s necessary'in order to achieve

Tt 1g now cbviocus both here
and abroad that & multiplicy of organiza-
tions of single purpose, but vaerying func-

_ tion is confusing to anyone on the outsida.

meximum effect.

We have the choice of being completely -~

independent and working within our own
resources or becoming an organization
with educational aims which can operate
on 8 lerger scele with.the sid of con-
tributions. It appears that the sclen-~

tist novenent vrnn+ r'ln one oOr +‘he other

/in order to achieve its aims, it cannot

continue to do both and succeed.

INTERPRETATIONS OF USSR ACTIONS IN THE UNAEC

Last December a sampling of opinion wes
taken concerning the probable reasons for
the lack of Russisn agreement to the H. S.

. proposale for the control of atomic energy.
Of the ten reasons suggested no single one
vag overwhelmingly popular, end five 4if-

. ferent motivations were described as im-
portant. '

Having a slight edge on the others wae
the belief that "party leaders are afraid
to let 1mspectors into the country". About
75% of those responding sgreed that this
was of major significance, but only 20%
belleved that this was the mecst important
argument for failure to agree. '

It 1s intereating to note that these
opinions disagree greatly with those of
the observers which have recently return-
ed from the Russian interior. The party
lesders seem to believe that Gromyko pro-

pnﬂaﬂ a c:vl:rl“om n'F' 1hnFac+1f\n and this was

turned down flatly by the United States.

It is parsdoxical thet in this state of
deadlock both sides believe that the
other will not submit to inspection.

Studies are being made on the oxternal”

and internal propaganda of the Soviet
Union which masy provide comsidersble il-
lumination on the subject, They may be
published in about six months.

. CAN BIOLOGICAL WARFARE BE CONTROLLED?

The subject of blclogical warfare has
been much more difficult to desl with then
the atomic counterpart. This is primarily
becsuse 1t was never actually used end be-
cause the Becrecy provieions have remained
far more stringent. However, & large share
of the war work has now been published in
the sclentific journals send a recently pub-
lished bhook 'ﬁ"vnnr'hrnnfn'l A1‘r-_'hnrne Infso-

tion, by Theodor Rosebury.

Pessimism regarding the control of BW
has run very high beceuse of the ease of
prcducing large quantities of highly viru-
lent orgenisms. Clcser inspection, however
reveals significant difficulties ln other
vhases such ss personnel and equipment re-
quirements, weather, propegation of epi-

2

demics, uniformity of distribution, stc.

.Preliminaxy‘thinking in Weshington
indicates that the following control
measureg should be explored:

1. ZEstgblishwent of an International
Roster of Scientific Personnel.

2. TEstablishment of immunological
statlons on each contlment ready to mess-
produce serurs under World Health Organ-
ization g auapices.

3. Free international interchange of
personnel between research institutes
working on infectious disesses.

.
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4. Design and production in mees ouan?

~-tilties of physical equipment for diminish-

ing propagation efficiency of .the epidendc
diseases

5. Development of improved defense meas~
ures agaslnst low-flying airoraft..

One or two of these measures by them-
selves are likely to be insdequats safe-
guards but the imnstitution of five or
more is likely to render Impotent any
prospective attempt at BW.. The'lubject

-needs thorough- study and criticiem at
~this time. : :

DISCUSSIONS ON CONTROL CONTINUE AT LAKE SUCCESS

Late 1aet year'there was considerable un-_
publicized discussion in ‘government circles
agbout the usefulness of continuing the ac-
tivities of the United Netions Atomic Energy
Commission. The F.A.S. was the only organ-
ization which became active in eupporting
the continustion of the U.N. work, This
wes the key point in the policy statement
released Decomber 6th (7).
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declded that it should complete the tasks
on 1te agenda. The U.. 5. delegate, Fred-
erick Osborn, according to his recent speech
in Cambridge, ls extremely pessimistic as

to the outcome. EHe has recently been as-

THE FUTURE O
Thers have been no verifiable rumors con-
cerning smerndwente to the McMahon Bill or
the resppointment of the Commission. The
Commigsioners have been out stumping the

‘country publicizing the peacetime uses and

the problems they are up agalnst regarding
secrecy, national security, personnel, pat-
ents, etc. This action tends to ensure
reappointment

In the report.recently gent to'Congress
the emphasis lay upon the development of

breeder piles, the systematization of the
prcduction of atomic bombs, and even more

¥ THE ATOMIC

signed elsc the U. N. Commlseion on Con-
ventional Armements which is now dead-
locked. The UNAEC is currently looking
intc problems of the adminlistration of
the ADA and the deVelopmsnt of the Rus-
eian proposals.

Gromyko stated in ebsclute terms that
the USSR would accept nothing less than a

' peparate convention to eliminate atomic

ko Trm andts A+ +hia atwwromes atatamant
BULLW O » L il Dk’J" vwO Vuw wiigpo O wd Uu5 B U WOLITLL W

. Skobeltsyn is participating for the first

time in the sub-committee discussion! It
is the judgment of reporters snd cbservers
that UNAXC desperately needs scme smaller
Jobe which cen be handily completed in
the next year or two.

ENERGY COMMISSION
stringent secrecy provisioms. - The power

rlle project is being moved from Oek Ridge
to Chicago at the expense of greast turmoil
among the technical personnel at Osk Ridge.

The dates for atomic power installag-
tions have agein been put back, The first
experimental projlect may be operating in
2-3 years, a large scale prototype in
ten years, and & substantial amount of
power in twenty yeers, but the total is

not expected to be so great as to cauee
sbnormal obsolescense to power stations

now being installed.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

As of Februery 5th the "ccmprcemise bill”
discussed at the AAAS meeting 1n December

~has not been 1ntroduced, but has been

nrinted for r-n‘m‘n‘!'i"l’m.r:s n‘l’nﬁlv One can feel
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in the air that there are some politicsal

prestige problems inside the Republican
high commard, and also a lessened en-
thusissm in the Administretion. The

progpecta are not very clear st

ol nragent,
Iy clear at precent.



THE WASHINGTON VORTEX
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What hapvens to our time and seffort?
Becauee things get dore slowly we in the
Washington office worry sbout it, snd have
been making an aseessment of the last few
monthe, There are Just two of us: .Mary

- ASAF.

Bernard,

secretary; bookkeeper, and custo-

dian of the fil»e, and myself.
heavily too on the gervices of Dorothy
Higinbotham, research secretary -for the
This 18 the way my time is spent

. for a typical month'e operatiom:

We lean

Collecting information on atom.iBW Russia science, etc.

Contacts with national news service and publicationsff
 Corf-spo—dence | ‘

Membsﬂhhd Néwéletters'to membgrs and associaﬁions':'
Méetinés aﬁ&idommittees(FAs;.WAS, NRC,-etc.)
Speeches.and Conferences

'Secrecy and Clearance Problems

Stimulating studlies on social implications

80
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-
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20

10

10

20

hours
hours

hours

‘20 - 40 hours

Miscellanecus {(including locking for contributions)

A8 you can see by the allocation of time
your Executlve Secretary must be one of the
moet informed people in Weshington, being
thoroughly conversant with a multitude of

subjects.

This 1s a neceaslity, for other-

press representatives and the respect
the people in the government. Many ex~
cellent opportunities are lost continual-
1y, perticulerly in the educational

wise we would lose the confidence of the up our end.
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new address is known plesse forward and
advise of new eddress on Form 3547. If
nev sddress unknown, return %o sender.
Poastege Tor these services gueranteed.

. field, because_we can't possibly hold
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